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Family dedicates ambulance in

By SErRGIO CARMONA
STAFF WRITER

The late-Margaret Morse
not only escorted people to
Israel through her organiza-
tion, Margaret Morse Tours,
butstrongly supported
American Friends of Magen
David Adom before her
deathlastyearatage 95.
Last month, Morse’s daugh-
ter, Wendy, and grand-
daughter, Robyn Morse
O‘Keefe, both dedicated an
ambulance in her memory
forthe Southeast Region of
AFMDA. O’Keefe, who
hosted the dedication in her
Hollywood home to family
and friends, felt the ambu-
lance was a great gift in her
grandmother’s memory.

“After my grandmother
passed awaythere was
something that we as a fam-
ily decided to do in honorin:
her and we couldn’t think of
abetter way than this,”

O‘Keefe said. “It’s a special
gift to give to Israel and it’s
special to us.”

AFMDA supports Israel’s
only government-mandated
ambulance and emergency
medical responders, Magen
David Adom. Wendy said
that although her mother
supported many causes,
AFMDA was the most im-
portant to her. -

“The reason we did this
dedication isbecause my
mother personally, not
through any business at all,
purchased her ambulances
for AFMDA because of her
being in love with Israel and
justbeing totally over-
whelmed by it,” she said.
“She bought her first ambu-
lance within a year of being
in business. We were never
rich. She just bought an am-
bulance from her first
funds.”

O’Keefe believes that
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family for continuing her
support of AFMDA and Is-
rael.

“I'think that she’s smiling
down on us and that she’s
very happy to have all of our
family and her great grand-
children at the dedication,”
she said. “Its very special
and meaningful.”
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Bob Schwartz, AFMDA’s
Southeast regional director,
said it was beyond both his
and the organization’s lead-
ers’pleasuretohonor
Morse and to continue their
relationship with the family.
Schwartz also believes that
O’Keefe and Wendy are
helping to continue what
she started.

“They have continued her
legacy with Margaret Morse
Tours by taking people to Is-
rael, many for the first time,
and by taking people to Ma-
gen David Adom, our blood
facility,” he said.

The Southeast Region of
AFMDA covers Miami-
Dade, Broward, and Palm
Beach Counties.



